
 

 

Cecilia Andersson - 4th October 2025, Lodi,  The Saluki Club of Greater San Francisco Specialty 

Judges’ comments: 

I would like to thank the Club for inviting me and giving me the honor and opportunity of judging at 

your lovely specialty. 

This was my first judging appointment in the USA, and I must give thanks to my steward, for assisting 

me through this assignment. 

The venue was really nice, the weather perfect on the day & the committee had clearly worked hard 

to make it a great event and the prizes for the classes and winners were fantastic. 

Males: 

Puppy Dog 9-12 months (3, 1 Abs): 

Two very promising youngsters. 

Different things to admire on both males, both were charming and showing potential, however, my 

first placed boy was the more balanced over all & also showed really lovely movement (even lighter 

and more effortless than some of the adults on the day). 

I think both have a bright future ahead of them. 

1, Suez Issibaa Peace and Prosperity: Black and tan boy with beautiful head & expression. Very nicely 

developed chest, especially for such a young dog.  Excellent angulation. Really lovely movement. Well 

handled. 

2, Sundara's Blue Nile Bahia Autumn Glory: Grizzle boy: Nice type.  Liked his expression. Generally 

well made, he had an excellent croup. He only received 2nd today as his upper arm angulation was 

not as good as 1 and movement not as free flowing- though he moved very well. 

  

12-18 months Dog (5, 1 Abs): 

A lot to like about these young males, but it is clear they are still developing and not the finished 

article yet. 

1, Timaru Zarathustra: Fawn boy of nice type. Good head & expression. Nice length of rib cage & 

excellent croup.  Correct slope to pasterns. Won on movement today - True from all direction. Very 

promising. 

2, TnT Shiraa Roah Said: Cream boy of nice type. Nice top line. Good length of rib cage & excellent 

croup. Would prefer slightly more slope to pasterns. Promising youngster. 

3, Kyzyl Kum Vindhem Viognier: Cream smooth boy of nice type. Graceful, but with substance. 

Moved well coming & going & OK from the side., but would just have preferred to see a little more 

coverage of ground on the side action. Promising. 

4, Korfa's Blue Ridge: Red smooth male.  Looked rather immature to the rest in this class, he is a little 

too thin & needs a bit more substance. (I think he would improve a lot with more weight to get that 

substance of body.) 

 

 Bred- By Exhibitor Adult Dog (2): 



 

 

1, Kyzyl Kum Vindhem Sauvignon Blanc: Cream smooth male. Graceful, with substance & good 

bladed bone. Needs a little more fill of chest & I would like to see a little more length of rib cage 

before cut-up.  Moved OK, would have preferred to see a little more coverage of ground on the side 

action. 

2, Moshire RFR Shoot to Thrill, JC CGC:  Smooth red fawn male. Good fill of fore chest & lovely dark 

eyes. A little unbalanced on angulation and it showed on the move. He is currently combining being  

a little too thin & a little too muscled – a combination that doesn't help his general appearance. I 

would like to see less flews. 

 

American Bred Dog (1): 

1, Doubletime's International Ranger Award:  Black fringed red male of a heavier build. He has really 

good underline with a nice keel to the rib cage. Good forechest for age & good bone, very moderate 

front and rear angulation, also a little straight in pastern. Moved OK, but would like to see a little 

more coverage of ground on the side action. Still evident he needs to mature. 

 

Open Dog (4, 1 Abs): 

1, Obi-Wan Kjax-SM Hurricane: Black & silver smooth male. Nice type. Good top line and depth of 

chest. Correct slope to pasterns.  My preference would be  a darker eye.  Steady coming & going.   

2, Issibaa's Memphis into the Mystic:  Gold & white male of smaller build, a little too feminine for 

me. Nice eye & expression. Would look better with a little less weight. Moved OK from the side, but 

not so true coming & going. 

3, Rushwinds Khashayer the Brave: Red/fawn male. This boy is a little too thin & it is not helping his 

outline. Excellent tuck up for a male.  Still young & evident he needs to mature. 

 

Winners Dog competition: In the final for the winners dog I found my male from the 12-18 months 

class. He had the best light and lifting action on the move on the day. He has a very nice true outline 

when standing & moving. My reserve was the puppy Dog, as he showed some really nice action on 

the move and though he has still got some more maturing to do before he is the finished article,  on 

the day clinched the reserve spot. 

 

Bitches: 

12-18 months Bitch (5, 1 Abs): 

1, Kyzyl Kum Vindhem Chablis: Cream bitch. Slightly more petite type. Good strong loin. Nice bend to 

pastern. OK pigment.  Still needs a little more fill of fore chest, but she moved well. Won her placing 

on movement today - she was also the steadiest coming & going in this class. 

2, TnT Shiraa Jassara Fafoora: Very dark sable red bitch.  Also, a fairly fine bitch. Very moderate 

angulation. Good slope to pasterns. Very pretty head & expression.  Another needing a little more fill 

of fore chest. Moved OK from the side, but needs to tighten-up in front as it showed on front 

movement. Lovely underline. 



 

 

3, Issibbaa's Oolala: Black bitch with a lovely head & expression.  Good length to rib cage. Good fore 

chest fill. Would like to see more slope to pasterns. Good side gate. Need to tighten a little on coming 

& going. 

4, Doubletime's Michelin Star Award: Red bitch of nice type. Lovely expression. Very nice depth of 

chest & good tuck up. Still needs a little more fill of fore chest. Excellent bladed bone. Would like to 

see a bit more ground cover on the move. 

 

 Bred- By Exhibitor Adult Bitch (4): 

1, Al Sayad Al Maas QE2 Tamara De Lempicka: Lovely smooth bitch. Loved the type. She caught my 

eye straight away and I was not disappointed when going over her. Graceful general appearance with 

good substance. Beautiful head & expression, lovely neck flowing in to correct front angulation 

continuing with smooth top & underline into strong hind quarters. Good strong loin with a slight rise 

Nicely bladed bone. Super free naturally effortless movement I like to see.  Easily the best mover of 

all exhibits on the day.   

2, Desert Song's Suhail Kamara ff 7Seas: Grizzle bitch, nice type.  Feminine head & expression. Lovely 

outline. Good bladed bone. Excellent underline. Movement good. 

3, Mazada Wind of Change:  Red fawn bitch. Nice type & lovely expression. Good depth of chest, but, 

would like to see a little more length of rib cage before cut up.  Movement OK. 

4, Kushiel Freespirits Celtic Rose: Cream bitch of a nice, pretty & feminine type.  Super dark pigment!  

Good depth of chest and length of keel to rib cage. Can do with more fill of fore chest. Movement a 

little erratic coming & going. 

 

American Bred Bitch (1): 

1, Obi-Wan SM Glitterati:  Fawn/red smooth bitch. Good type with nice head & expression. Good 

bladed bone and slope to pastern. Nice underline with good length to keel of rib cage. Moved OK 

from all directions. 

 

Open Bitch (2): 

1, Sadik Chasing the Wind: Dark grizzle bitch of good type. Nice feminine head & good expression. 

Nice underline with good length of keel to rib cage.  Moved well. 

2, Shiraz Mystic Solitaire: Nice type.  liked her curvy outline. Feminine head & expression. Would like 

to see a bit more slope to pasterns. Lost out to number 1 in the class on movement.   

 

Winners Bitch competition: In the final for the winners bitch I found my bitch from the Bred-By   

class. She had a gorgeous silhouette on the side movement, true, light, lifting & effortless & a 

beautiful outline when standing. My reserve was the 12-18 months class winner, who also showed 

some really nice action on the move & clinched the reserve spot. 

 



 

 

Veteran 7-9 Dog (1): GCHB Sadik Boys of Summer, JC: parti male with lots to like about him. Graceful 

general appearance, yet showing both masculinity and substance.  Lovely bladed bone. Such a 

beautiful head & expression! Nice depth of chest and correct angulation. Moved very well with a 

lovely free flowing gait from the side and steady and true coming and going.   

 

Veteran 9-11 Dog (1): CH Jamora Bahia Star Chaser: Heavily feathered black & silver male. Nice head 

& expression. A bit short coupled for my liking & would preferred to have seen more extension on 

the move. 

 

Veteran 7-9 Bitch (2): 

1, GCHS Krimzyn Love You to the Moon : Smooth fawn bitch of nice type with lovely head & 

expression. Good balance front & rear. Good top line. Had substance, yet grace. Nice bladed bone. 

Moved well & true. 

2, CH Haefen Phaeton Kerenza CC CM JC:  Golden bitch. Nice feminine head & expression. Good 

length of rib cage. Good bladed bone. Good angulations & rise over the loin. Moved OK. 

 

Veteran 9-11 Bitch (1): DC Tezzy Av Vilje Og Ve SC; Smooth bitch of a nice type. I liked the overall 

balance of her angulation and strong loin & good top line. She moved with a free-flowing action from 

the side and true coming & going. Nice slope to pasterns. Good length of rib cage.  My only 

preference would be for a slightly longer keel of chest before cutting up.   

 

Veteran 11+ Bitch (1): CH 7Seas Penelope Aletta Et Parfait JC: Black & silver bitch. Really pretty sweet 

expression & feminine head.  Really good depth of chest & length of rib cage. Good length of loin. 

Would prefer to see a little better tuck-up, but at her age it is acceptable.  Sweet temperament. 

 

Coursing Dog (1): GCHG CH Timaru Bandolier JC CC CM: Red boy with a lot of quality. Lovely and 

correct outline, with excellent angulations to front & rear quarters. Good underline, depth & fill of 

chest. Strong loin. Moved very well with nice, steady flowing action from all directions. 

 

Coursing Bitch (1): CH Kushryn's Dylan Unscripted CC CM JC BCAT: Nice cream bitch, slightly 

unassuming at first glance, but she has many qualities to admire. Good expression & dark pigment. 

Nice matching angulation front & back. Correct top line and underline, strong loin with a slight arch, 

good bone & a steady mover from all directions. 

 

Best of Breed (7/7): 

7 dogs & 7 bitches were unseen dogs, with a total of 23 dogs present in the ring before making any 

decision or cuts for final placements. 

In the competition for Best of Breed, I was pleased to see some strong competition. Both the dog 

and bitch who clinched the top spots for BOB & BOS looked great going around the ring.  However, 



 

 

the most free, easy, graceful and flowing movement on the day, was for me, the bitch. This weighed 

it in her favor for the ultimate win of Best of Breed. 

BOB: Al Sayad Al Maas QE2 Tamara De Lempicka (Winner of Breed by Exhibitor Adult bitch) 

BOS: GCHB Sadik Boys of Summer (Winner of Veteran dog 7-9) 

Select Dog: GCHG CH Timaru Bandolier JC CC CM (Winner of coursing dog) 

Select Bitch: CH Al Sayad Amun-Ra Iridescence, from the BOB class: cream bitch, showing a lovely 

outline when standing. Graceful, feminine, yet with substance. Good forechest. Nice free flowing 

action on the move.  Nice head & good expression. 

Awards of merits went to: 

GCHS Krimzyn Love You to the Moon:  Winner of Veteran Bitch 7-9 

DC Tezzy Av Vilje Og Ve SC:  Winner of Veteran Bitch 9-11 

GCH Pania Sadik Al Djiibaajah, JC:  from BOB class: Red fawn bitch of nice type. Good feminine head 

& expression. Nice bladed bone. Really nice underline.  Good angulation. Moved well from all 

directions.   

CH Timaru Gatsby at Desert Song : from BOB class: Red boy of nice type.  Similar in type to the select 

dog winner. Good depth, fill & length of chest & rib cage, strong loin & good angulation both front & 

back. Moved well. 

CH Kushryn's Dylan Unscripted: Winner of coursing bitch 

 

Observations: 

I can’t say there were any really worrying faults that stood out – which I must say bodes well.  We all 

know that most dogs are not perfect in their conformation.  When judging you must weigh up both 

the very good and the not so good points of each individual dog. 

I am very pleased to say all hounds from the youngsters to the veterans had sound temperaments, 

and were generally in good hard muscle condition. 

However, I did think a couple of dogs were a little too muscled & that can detract from the graceful 

appearance one likes to see.  I accept it can be a hard line between well-muscled & looking over 

done. Just as with weight – it is a fine balance when you have such a lean dog like a Saluki, where all 

is showing easily. A couple of hounds where on the “well fed spectrum” and would have looked 

better with less weight but, that said, I was pleased to find they still had good muscle condition. 

In my opinion a huge amount of the breed type starts with the head & expression. I was very happy 

to see there were no really strange shaped heads, and most had a nice flat top-skull. Nevertheless, I 

found a few hounds had heads and muzzles that were narrowing.  Something to watch out for when 

breeding. 

I did find a fair few hounds with shorter length of ear leathers, I generally didn’t penalize this as I felt 

the better aspects of the hound outweighed this minor aesthetic fault, and it wouldn’t affect their 

hunting ability.  However, should trends continue - the expression & look of the head could be 

altered 



 

 

I was able to assess movement on all exhibits and although in general movement was acceptable, 

some dogs could have covered the ground a little more showing the light, lifting effortless gait. After 

all, we do not want to lose that so very typical floating action.  I believe front construction 

/movement is one of the most common imperfections in our breed-(likely a worldwide fault) hence it 

might be one of the priorities we need to consider carefully when breeding. My judging decisions are 

heavily influenced by movement - of course, everything else is also considered – as Salukis are 

foremost a dog that was bred to run and to hunt. 

The above observations are only a few imperfections I wanted to specifically mention, perhaps for 

consideration by breeders and Saluki fanciers for the future. 

A heartfelt thanks to all the exhibitors for exhibiting their dogs and giving me the pleasure of going 

over them all.  The Show appeared to have a great atmosphere & I thank you all for accepting my 

judgments so gracefully and for making me feel so welcomed. 

Sincere regards 

Cecilia Andersson 

 

 

 


